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Advertiſement concerning the enſuing 
Letters. 


EING at Ari/aig on the 20th of Scptem- 
B ber laſt, upon the Rumour of the young 
Pretender's having been there, and from thence, 
in Company with Lochiel and others, gone on 
board the French Ships then hovering about 
the adjacent Coaſts, I went with a Friend or 
two to the Houſe of Mr. Maclaurin, in which 
it vias ſaid the Pretender had been ſeen. Here 
we found ſeveral others drawn thither as we 
were, by a Curioſity of learning the Truth of 
what was reported. The Maſter of the Houſe 
was not to be found ; however, the Servants 
told us, that the Pretender, with ſome others, 
whoſe Names they knew not, came thither that 
Morning: That all appeared to be in Diſeuiſe, 
being meanly habited ; but that ſome of them 
changed their Apparel before they d-parted, 
which they did in a great Hurry ; That one 
who ſeem'd to be a great Favourite with their 
Chief, put off, and left behind him, an old 
coarſe Kerſey Coat, a worn out Pair of Shoes, 
a Hat and a Wig, all in very bad Condition; 
and inſtead of theſe: was ſupplied by Mr. Mac- 
laurin with better, 5 
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We were ſhewn theſe Things, and in the 
Skirt-lining of the Coat I felt ſomething like 
Paper, and in that Place the Lining ſeemed to 
have been ripped, and was very badly ſewed 
up again. It is no wonder that I had the Curio- 
ſity to open the Place, and there I found the 
Papers, of which the following Letters are a 


Tranſlation, the Originals being written in 


French. The firſt was much blotted, man 
Paſſages eraſed, with Abundance of Interli- 
neations; ſo that it would have been difficult 
to have read it, had not the Hand been pretty 
good. Every one gave his Opinion concerning 
the Author of it. dheridan, Murray, Lochiel, 
and Sullivan were named; but as there was 
neither Name, Date, nor Superſcription to it, 
'twas impoſſible to determine who the Writer 
was. But all agreed that it appeared to be a 
rough Draught from which another was, 
very probably, copied. Still more uncertain 
were our Conjectures who it was addreſſed to, 
and all we could diſcover was, that it appear'd 
to be ſome Perſon at Rome, about the Preten- 
der, whom the Letter Writer ſtiles hs M——y. 
The ſecond Letter was incloſed in the other, 
fai:ly written, and perhaps with the young 
Pretender's own Hand. This alſo had neither 
Date, Subſcription. nor Addreſs, further than 
the Letters M. D. B.“ at the Top, which tis 


* The Originals were M. C. F. (i. e) Men. Cher. 
Frere, in Ergliſb my dear Brother, 
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pretty evident ſignify My dear Brother; and, 
according to the firſt Letter, a Copy of it was 
ſent to the youngeſt Son of the Pretender in 
France. | 

One of the Gentlemen prefent, ſurmiſed, that 
both the Papers might be a Contrivance, and 
left behind not thro' Hurry or Forgetfulneſs, 
but on purpoſe to be diſcover'd, in order to hull 
us into a Security which might greatly facili- 
tate another Invaſion. He grounded this Con- 
jecture on the Improbability of the young 
Pretender's being convinced of the Injuſtice of 
his unfortunate Undertaking,. and ſeeming to 
call in Queſtion the Reaſonableneſs and Recti- 
tude of his Father's Claim to the Britiſh Crown, 
founded only on the exploded Principles of he- 
reditary indefeaſible Right. | 

But this Surmiſe will appear of little Mo- 
ment when it is conſidered how eaſily this 
Adventurer might procure, and doubtleſs he 
did procure, many of the antipapiſtical Sermons 
and Pamphlets againſt Tyranny and in Support. 
of the Parliament's Right to ſettle the Succeſ- * 
ſion agreeable to the Intereſt and Satisfaction 
of the People. If the young Pretender is a 
Perſon of Senſe, and a tolerable Share of Inge- 
nuity of Mind, there can be nothing ſtrange in 
his being convinced of the Errors of Jacobi- 
tiſm, nor in his venturing to communicate his 
Thoughts to his Father and Brother. If du- 
ring his Receſs in the Highlands he ſometimes 


amuſed 
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amuſed himſelf with reading what his Enemies 
wrote againſt him, his Diſſatisfactien at his 
melancholy Circumſtances, the found Argu- 
ments uſed by, and the great Reputation of 
thoſe, who, during the-Rebellion, diſtinguiſh'd 
themſelves by their Diſcoveries and Writings 
in the Defence of the Government, might al- 
together make a great Impreſſion on his Mind, 
and contribute much to the Opening his Un- 
derſtanding, and ſhewing him thoſe Truths 
which are ſo obvious to every impartial En- 
quirer, 

There were preſent at Mr. Maclaurin's 
Houſe, when theſe Papers were found, the 
Rev. Mr. John Abernethy late of Ariſaig, Mr. 
James Ferguſon of Ditto, the Rev. Mr, William 
Calderwald of Straithbogie, Mr. Alexander: 


Campbell of Inverneſs, Mr. Andrew Roſs of 


Ditto, Meſſ. Macknight and Mackenz:e of Keith, 
and the Writer of this Advertiſement. ; 


RokERT DoveLass of Straithbogie. 


LET- 


Have his R—] H ſs Or- 
Il ders to ſend you ſome Account 
1 gt of bis preſent diſagreeable Si- 
tuation here, tho' God knows 
EN whether he is yet alive, or 
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: — whether a Priſoner, or at Li- 
berty, if it be proper to call ſuch a State 
of Life as he hath lately paſſed through, 
a State of Liberty : For I have not ſeen 
his R, H, nor heard a Word of him 
theſe three Days, but hope to ſee him in 
two more. Mean Time, as I am but too 
much at Leiſure, (being oblig'd to keep 
cioſe in an obſcure Room in a lonely Cot- 
tage, for fear of a diſcovery) I ſhall be the 
more diffuſe in this Letter; tho” after all, 
Jam in no ſmall fear of its never reaching 

[taly, 
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Taly, it being extreamly difficult to procure 
any one to carry ſo dangerous a Charge in- 
to England, and here I now begin to deſpair 
of ſeeing any friendly Ship: Ala! F— is 
no longer to be truſted, and S— is a broken | 
reed: — But of this doubtleſs you are al- 1 
ready but too well appriſed. 4 

His R. H. would have you acquaint the 
K. his Father, that he wrote to his Brother 
in F— on the 11th inſtant, but does not 
look for an Anſwer; I have Orders to ſend 
a Copy of this Letter, which you are to 
communicate to his M— y. 

Happy had it been for his R. H. had he 
never ſet his Foot in Scotland; for it will 
be almoſt a Miracle, if he eſcape ſafe out of 
it, Few are the Remains of his Friends 
here, and numerous his Enemies. The 
E r, or his Miniſtry, indeed, ſeem not 
over ſollicitous to ſecure his Perſon, but, 

whatever the Court Reaſons may be, ſome 
(unluckily ignorant thereof, tho* not ignorant 
of the great Price ſet on his head) may think 
of doing themſelves and the State a conſide- 
rable Service by finding out our Retreats, 
which if carefully ſought would, I doubt 
not, be very eafily diſcovered, 

Hitherto, God be praiſed, we have hap- 
pily eſcaped, tho* ſurrounded by Enemies; 
ſome of whom have more than, once enter'd 

the very Houſes in which we have been 
| conceal'd, 
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conceal'd, and that within a ſew Hours at- 
ter we have left them: Nay, his R. H. 
hath ſeveral Times beheld his Purſuers, and 
yet providentially got clear of them. Va- 
rious have been the Diſguiſes we have had 
Recourſe to for Safety, and which, under 
Gad, have been the immediate Means of 
effecting it. And on theſe occaſions his 
R. H. hath diſcovered a Greatneſs of Soul 
far ſuperior to the moſt pungent Adverſity. 
Inſtead of being drove to Deſpair, or in the 
leaſt caſt down, when on the brink of the 
Pit he had the greateſt Reaſon to dread fall- 
ing into, he hath preſerved a Compoſure of 
Mind, a Chearfulneſs of Heart, a Gaiety of 
Temper, at every new inſtance of which I 
could not help being filled with Admiration, 
tho' a continual a daily Witneſs of his heroic 
Behaviour in the moſt diſtreſsful Circum- 
ſtances. When traverſing the wild and 
lonely Deſert, climbing the craggy Rock, or 


exploring the dark Receſſes of the ſubterra- 


neous Cavern, inſtead of bewailing his un- 
kind Fortune, he hath often made himſelf 
merry with cur Diſguiſes; while himſelf 
perſonated by Turns the various Ranks and 
Characters of the Highlanders of both Sexes. 
At other Times the Garb of the Eugliſ Foot 
Soldier, the Lowland Scotch Peaſant, the 
wandering Vagrant, conceal'd us from the 
Knowledge of the Searchers, while the 

th P—c's 


1 
c's Shoulders, unuſed to ſuch en- 
cumbrances, were ſadly galled and fatigued 
by the neceſſary Knapſack, the Muſquet, or 
ſomething equally irkſome; yet he chear- 
fully endured all, and voluntarily choſe to 
ſhare every Sort of Hardſhip with the mean- 
eſt of his Attendants: Indeed he ſeldom 


P 


hath above one at a Time, and myſelf ge- 


nerally hath this Honour : though too often 
I, being the more remarkable, am oblig'd 
to deſert him for a while, (as is the Caſe at 
preſent) to prevent our being taken Notice 
of by the Enemy, and their partizans. 

His R. H. is at preſent reſting and re- 
freſhing himſelf, at leaſt he parted from 
me for that Purpoſe, in the Houſe of a 
zealous and loyal Perſon, in one of the 
* * * * in the x of Scotland, where 
he is to wait for me; who dare not as 
yet quit my preſent Receſs. And great 
need he hath of ſuch a Relaxation, ha- 
ving lately endured ſuch Fatigues as are 
hard to be imagined, and cannot be right- 
ly conceived by one who hath never been 
in this diſmal Country, and in the ſame 
forlorn Circumſtances. He now repents 
of his Stay here, after the Principal of 
his Followers deſerted him, and went over 
to the Continent. He had the ſame Op- 
portunities, the ſame Veſſels might have 


* Here were Chaſms in the Original. 
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| conveyed him hence, but he generouſly 


reſolved not to abandon the poor faith- 
ful Highlanders, while the leaſt Ray of 
Hope that his Affairs could poſſibly be 
retrieved was left. He knew that theſe 
unfortunate People, who for his ſake had 
involved themſelves in their preſent un- 
happy Circumſtances, could no longer 
hope for a Turn of Fortune's Wheel in 
their Favour, than while he remained a- 
mong them, ready to catch the firſt 
Opportunity for retrieving paſt Misfor- 
tunes, 

And ſuch an Opportunity, Alaſs! was 
too long expected here, through the fruit- 
leſs promiſes of thoſe whoſe Intereſt it 
ſurely was to have performed them. A 
few Men of War, and ſix thouſand Land 
Forces might have recovered all, eſpe- 
cially in Caſe of a Diverſion in the South. 


But even theſe, tho' more were promiſed, 


if the Exigency of Affairs required them, 
are now no longer look'd for, 

I cannot account' for the Folly and 
Ba=neſs of a certain Court; but may 
Heaven ſhower down its ſevereſt Ven- 
geance -on thoſe who wantonly ſport with 
the diſtreſſed, and unconcernedly plunge an 
III ſuffering Family into new and 
ſtill greater Misfortunes; and this under 
the fallacious Pretence of retrieving the 

a 2 paſt 
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paſt: The Buſinefs is now done, his 
My bath play'd away his laſt Stake, 
and can never hope for ſuch another O 
portunity of aſſerting its claim to the Bri- 
ti/þ Crown : The two Nations are now ſo 
abſolutely, ſo invincibly prejudiced againſt the 
Catholick Religion, and ſo averſe to being 
governed by a Catholick Prince, that if 
our Attempt ſhould be renewed, we muſt 
only expect a ſtill greater and more general 
Oppoſition: And hence appears the fad 
Conſequence of ſo ill ſupporting our late Un- 
dertaking. It ſhould have been vigorouſly 
carried on by thoſe who ſet it on foot, or it 
ought never to have been begun. For 
the Mortification conſequent upon our ill 
Succeſr, is ſtill the more agravated, as his 
M—y is not in fo good a Situation as be- 
fore the fatal Project was brought to Exe- 
cution, The Manner in which he hath 
now attempted to recover his Rights, hath, 
I fear, deſtroyed every future Opportunity 
which Fortune might have in Store for him. 
By his Connections with the old and moſt 
inveterate Enemies of England, and who 
are now at open War with her, and ſhe per- 
fectly ſatisfied of the Juſtice of her Cauſe, 
his M y hath only extended the Di- 


ſtance betv/ixt himſelf and the Affections of 
not only the Engliſh but the Kingdoms of 
Scotland and Ireland. And as this Attempt 


hath 
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hath been unſucceſsful, though made in the 
moſt favourable Conjuncture that could have 
been wiſh'd, or at leaſt, (in Reaſon) hoped 
for, it will be in vain to repeat the Trial. 

The above are not only my Sentiments, 
but thoſe of his R. H. alſo; who hath had 
but too late experience of the little Intereſt 
his Family hath, or can ever hope to raiſe 
in theſe Kingdoms. 

The People in general are well ſatisfied 
with the Hanover Family: the Clergy, even 
of the eſtabliſh'd Church, not leſs ſo than 
the Laity. The Catbolicks, though pretty 
numerous, are not at all forward to put — 
ſelves to the Expence and run the Hazard of 
ruining themſelves by a new Trial for the 
Re-eſtabliſhment of their Religion in the 
Britiſh Dominions ; eſpecially undet a Pr—e 
of the unfortunate Houſe of Stuart; for ſuch 
a Pr—e, ſuppoſing him in Poſſeſſion of 
the Throne, and acting with all imaginable 
Art and Addreſs, would ever be diſtruſted 
by his Subjects, who have had fo much Ex- 
perience of the Family as muſt induce them 
to be always on their Guard. And hence it 
appears, that it would be impoſſible for ſuch 
a Ir——e to accompliſh this Great End by 
any other Means than downright open Force; 

and of the Succeſs of this deſperate Method 
there is little Probability, for theſe Nations 
. never will ſubmit to be guided by Authority 
in 


nn 
in Matters of Religion. This, (I am ſorry 
that I can ſo truly ſay it) it is the Effects of 
the ill-adviſed Conduct of his M y's 


Royal Progenitors ; eſpecially his late Ma- 
jaſty King James II, who appears to have 
had more Piety than Precaution ; to have 
been but too little acquainted with the 
Genius and Temper of his People, and to 
have made uſe of all Means but the right, 
for ſecuring the Succeſſion to his Poſterity, 
and for reconciling his Proteſtant Subjects 
to the Catholick Church. And though by 
Means of the Doctrines of paſſive Obedience 
to, and non-reſiſtance of the Prince's abſolute 
Will and unbounded Prerogative, King 
Fn I. and his Succeſſors maintained a 
oyal Party, which continued firmly attach'd 
to them under all Circumſtances, yet this 
Party was ever not much, and is now be- 
come no better than a Faction againſt the reſt 
of their Countrymen, who are by far the Ma- 
jority of the Brit1/h Subjects, of whom the 
former are not, I dare ſay, a fifth Part. This 
brings me to the Queſtion, whether ſuch a 
Majority hath naturally a Right to diſturb or 
break the Tranquility of the Majority, and 
force them to live under a Government they 
have aboliſh'd, and the Reſtoration of which 
would Inevitably prove incompatiable with 
the Conveniency, and deſtructive to the 


well-being of the Majority? I could with 
Pleaſure 
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Pleaſure expreſs my Sentiments on this Head, 
but ſhall defer it till, if Heaven permit, I 
have the Happineſs of ſeeing your Lora 
ſhip. 

10 conclude, the beſt that his R. H. can 
now hope for, is to eſcape hence with Life; 
and to content himſelf for the Future with 
whatever Situation it ſhall pleaſe God to 
place him in. But I refer you to his R. H's. 
own Letter for his Sentiments on this Head. 
I ſhall only further obſerve (though it may be 
unneceſſary to give your Lordſhips the Hint) 
that all poſſible Care muſt be taken to keep 
this Packet a Secret from every one in the 
French Intereſt. I am, with the higheſt 
Eſteem and Reſpect for your Lordſhip, 


- - Your Lordſhif's moſt 
devoted Servant, 


* * * * * + 


4 Copy 


( 16 ) 


eee 
2 CO RES 


A Copy of a Letter from the eldeſt 


Son of the Pretender #0 his Bro- 
ther. * 


M. D. B. 


S I doubt not but you are long ſince 
A acquainted with the unfortunate Turn 
of our Affairs ſince my laſt, dated at Inver- 
neſs, ſo in this I hall not much 1 
you with advices concerning what is . 
eſpecially as you had the moſt important Par- 
ticulars of the Action near Inwak, and 
its Conſequences, in my Secretary's Letter, 
which went from hence in the Beginning of 
May. Therefore I ſhall confine myſelf 
chiefly to what more immediately regards 
your Preſervation and Safety, which are, 1 
again repeat to you of more Value to me 
than my own. 


T he few Friends 'and Adherents I have 


*The latter ſuppoſed to have been at Paris or Dun- 
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left in this Kingdom, I mean the few who 
dare openly appear and act as ſuch, are in 
daily Expectation of your. Arrival in ſome 
Part of Scotland, or in England, with a Force 
ſufficient to retrieve our Affairs, or at leaſt 
retard our Fate. Indeed the laſt Advices 1 
had from you, as well as thoſe from the 
Duke de B n, once gave me Reaſon to 
expect that ſuch a Step would be taken by 
that Court which I will never truſt again, 
yet now, believe me, (tho' I dare not ſpeak 
my Mind here, for obvious Reaſons) I nei- 
ther look for nor defire it. However as his 
moſt Chriſtian Majeſty may be induced to 
make another Attempt, meerly by the hopes 
of diſtreſſing England, excluſive of any Re- 
gard to our Intereſt; and as he may em- 
2 you in it with a View of ſecuring our 

riends in that Kingdom, I think it incum- 
bent on me to warn you not to be drawn in- 
to the Snare, into the ſame Gulph of Ruin 
in which I am plunged, and with me alaſs, 
all hopes of ever recovering the K—g our 
Father's Cr—n. 

As I am almoſt certain that a freſh Inva- 
ſion cannot ſucceed, ſo doubtleſs you cannot 
expect to gain either Honour or Profit by 
being concerned in it. And as the Danger 
with reſpect to your own Perſon muſt un- 
doubtedly be eminent, why ſhould you 


plunge yourſelf iato it? Let thoſe who may 
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have ſome Proſp ct of Advantage by it, or 
thoſe who are foiced to obey the Voice of 
Authority, embark in ſuch deſperate Schemes 
let ſuch alone undergo the Danger. You 
may be killed, taken, or wounded. Grant 
this, and you muſt confeſs you venture a 
Jarge Stake : And what do you lay againſt ? 
Nothing but a Commander's Pay, and that 
I hope you don't abſolutely ſtand in ng{d of, 
If you are actuated by a Deſire of contri- 
buting all in your Power towards extricating 
me out of my preſent Diſtreſſes, I muſt in- 
fiſt on your abandoning all Thoughts of that 
Nature. I have hinted my Reaſons to you 

already, but I ſhall be more explicit, 
One of my chief Inducements for remain- 
ing here after being deſerted by the Princi- 
al of my Followers, was to wait the ultimate 
Iſſue of Things, and to lay hold of any even 
the ſmalleſt Opportunity for retrieving our 
Affairs; but ſuch I have never met with, 
nor do I now expect. The Scots, on whom 
T have hitherto chiefly depended, are far 
from being ſo generally well- affected to us 
as they have been repreſented. Their dread 
of the Catholick Religion is, I find, the great- 
eſt Obſtacle to a hearty Reconciliation with 
our Family. How much Reaſon they have 
for this I need not obſerve to you. The 
Majority of their Clergy, greaty alter'd from 
what they were in my Grand Father's 14 
Hired 
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r _ fired with Apprehenſious for their Kirk, and 
f having an Abhorrence of the Church of 
8 Rome inſtilled into them in their Infancy, and 
L this increaſing as they grow in Years, have 
t exerted themſelves and made it their main 
. ' Buſineſs to depreciate our Religion, and re- 
? _ preſent his Holineſs of Rome, as the greateſt 
| f Monſter on the Face of the Earth. They 
are no leſs induſtrious in decrying the Prin- 
ä ciples upon which our Father claims the 
5 Crown of his Anceſtors. His Right of Suc- 
| ceſſion they tell us hath no Exiſtence, but in 
the miſtaken Notions imbibed by ſome Peo- 
ple in a wrong Education, Hereditary inde- 
- feaſible Right is ridiculed, laugh'd out of 
Doors, and confounded with*abſolute Power. 
And ſo reaſonable do their Arguments ap- 
pear, that tis no Wonder che People are in- 
fluenced by them, ſince, (for I think I ought 
+ truely to ſpeak my Mind to you) I myſelf 
have been in ſome Meaſure ſenſible of their 
Force. In England our Affairs are ſtill in a 
| Worſe Situation. There the Pulpit hath in- 
ceſſantly thunder'd, and the Preſs hath taken 
Arms againſt us. Both Clergy and Laity are 
united in the ſame Cauſe, which they ſtile 
the Cauſe of Cod and their Country, the 
Cauſe of Liberty, the Defence of Property : 
For they all ſcem perſwaded that the moſt 
abject Slavery would infallibly be their Lot, 
if a Stuart ſhould reign over them, Nor 
B 2 can 
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can I blame their Diſtruſt, when I refle& 
on the Experience they have had of what 
they now ſo much dread. | 
Tis true we had and till have many 
Friends in both Kingdoms, but thoſe in 
Scotland have not the Ability to make their 
Services equal their Zeal, and thoſe in En- 
gland are not to be depended on, Even 


while 1 was · perſonally among them, they 


hardly offer'd to ſtrike a Blow, or ſpeak a 
Word for me. There were not four hun- 
dred Swords nor one Pen drawn in my Be- 
half throughont the whole Nation. - From 
hence it is evident that not only the Hearts 
but the Underſtandings of all but an incon- 
ſiderable Number of the People, are preju- 
diced in Favour of the Houſe of Hanover : 
That as our Friends durft not take Arms for 
us, fo they could not give the World one 
ſolid Reaſon to prove that it would be right 
to do ſo. As for the negative Arguments 
contained in the Manifeſtos I publiſhed, they 
have produced little Effect, or rather have 
had no geod Conſequence at all. 

Inſtead of being received as the Son of 
their lawful King, as one who might live to 
reign over them, as their future Ruler, 
Guardian, and Protector, the Britons looked 
on me as the Invader, the mortal Enemy cf 
their Country, as one come to deſtroy the x 
civil and religious Liberties, to rule N 
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with a Rod of Iron, and to make them 
equally miſerable with thoſe Nations which 

et with ſome Reaſon they look down upon 
as Objects of their Pity and Contempt; and 
while conſider'd in this light, tis no Won- 
der I met with no greater Succeſs, but amaz- 
ing that I ever met with ſo much. 

In ſhort, from the Higheſt to the Loweſt, 
both the Clergy and Laity of all Ranks, the 
Members of every Church but that of Rome, 
are more than ever prepoſſeſd againſt us; 
and I fear it is impoſſible for them ever to 
be reclaimed. | 

Indeed I cannot but own that 'tis a great 
Hardſhip upon any People to be invaded, 
and expoſed to the Miſeries of an inteſtine 
War, for the Sake only of a ſingle Perſon or 
Family, in whoſe Elevation or Depreſſion 
they may be very little intereſted. That 
this is the Caſe with Regard to our late At- 
tempt, is not to be queſtioned, The Bri- 
tiſh Nations are well enough ſatisfied with 
the Perſon they have choſen to reign over 
them. And what Right hath a Stranger to 
force himſelf upon them, to extort their O- 
bedience, to manage their Affairs, to guard 
their Religion, Liberties, and Laws (for this 
15 undoubtedly the Sum of the regal Autho- 
rity) and all this without their Conſent, 
againſt their Approbation, and after a vaſt 
Expence of their Blood and Treaſure, ſpent 
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in defending themſelves againſt his Efforts to 
force their Submiſſion. But the Appear- 
ance of Injuſtice is ſtill greater, when the 
People, inſtead of being aſſured that the 
Perſon, who would obtrude himfelt upon 
them, inſtead of ſecuring to them their civil 


and religious Liberties, will in all human 


Probability, ſubvert their Laws, take away 
their Liberties, and not only deſtroy their 
Religion, but force upon them that which 
of all others they moſt abhor, and to Which 
rather than ſubſcribe, great Numbers would 
undergo the moſt cruel Tortures, and the 
moſt painful Deaths. 

What am I, that I ſhould attempt to de- 
prive a free People of the Happineſs of living 
under ſuch a Government as they are ſatis- 
hed with? That Nature gave them the Li- 
berty of chuſing for themſelves, they have 
proved by demonſtrative Arguments, and 
that this Liberty is ſecured by their Laws is 
known to all the World. Of what Conſe- 
quence 1s my enjoying a regal Title, and a 
Princely Revenue, to the People of three 
Kingdoms, that I ſhould break through the 
Order of Nature; trample both on Divine 
and human Laws; ſow Diſcord among whole 
Nations, united together under one Govern- 
ment, and in one common Intereſt ; put 
them upon burning one anothers Houſes, 
plundering and deſolating their Eſtates, and 
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cutting each other's Throats ? On the other 


Hand, while I am content with what Pro. 
vidence ſhall permit to enjoy without Vio- 
lence, all the Horrors and Devaſtations above 


are prevented, and the People quietly enjoy 
their Lives and Properties. 


I pray God that I be not hereafter called 


to a ſevere reckoning for the many innocent 
Lives loſt, the Rivers of Blood ſhed on our 
Account, All the Conſolation I have in 
this gloomy Receſs, (where I have ſufficient 
Time to brood over paſt Errors and Misfor- 
tunes) is the Conſideration that I have not 
been the Principal in the Miſchiefs I was 
concerned in: That 1 have been the paſſive 
Inſtrument of an Authority which I thought 
myſelf oblig'd to obey ; and that I knew not 


(on my Entrance into the late fatal Under- 
taking) what I did. 


But now I have ampleTime for Reflection. 


My youthful Heats and Thoughtleſſneſs have 
been ſeverely corrected by the hard and hea- 
vy Hand of Adverſity. And as I have not 
the Ability, ſo, I thank God, neither have 
I the Inclination to proceed in an Enterprize 
which I am perſwaded hath drawn down 
the Wrath of Heaven upon me. -I hope 
my Sufferings will in ſome Meaſure be an 
Attonement for me; and yet, alaſs ! though 
many and grievous beyond Imagination have 
been the Hardſhips I have undergone, what 
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Proportion will ſuch a Puniſhment bear to the 
Miſchiefs which I have been the principal 
Means of effecting. . Will the Correction of 
one unhappy Wretch ſatisfy the offended © 


Lord and Father of the World, for all the 


Havock, the Slaughter, the Deſolation of 


Countries, and the Diſtreſs of Innocent Fa- 


milies, that hath attended our Undertaking ? 


J fear not! If I have deſerved my Sufferings, 
how great are the Demerits of theſe whoſe 
Power and Authority were the Springs that 
guided all my Motions ? God be merciful to 
thoſe, who, I hope, have yours, as they 
daily have my moſt earneſt Prayers. 
Gloomy as my Proſpect is, IJ yet hope ſoon 
to ſee you on the Continent. Here the 
Letter Lolo off abruptly, which {was deubt- 
Iſs with deſign, as it was only a Copy of the 
Original, which, probably went to France. 
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